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Within the Dutch colonial army in Indonesia (the KNIL, or Koninklijk 
Nederlandsch-Indisch Leger), ‘Ambonese’ or Moluccan soldiers’ 
reputations for ferocity carried through from the Aceh War (1873–1942) 
to the aftermath of the Indonesian National Revolution (1945–1949) in 
ways that worked to absolve white members of the Dutch national army 
(Koninklijke Landmacht) from responsibility for the worst violence of the 
Revolution. In an extension of Karl Hack and Tobias Rettig’s notion of 
‘martial Orientalism’, I argue in the presentation that the entire spectrum 
of the KNIL hierarchy—from the European officers to the lowest convict 
auxiliaries from Java—must be brought into a critical historical analysis 
of how ethnic differences were theorised and mobilised for warfare within 
the KNIL.   
 
Susie Protschky is Professor of Global Political at the Vrije Universiteit 
Amsterdam. She is a historian of Dutch colonialism, nineteenth- and twentieth-
century Indonesia, and an expert on politics and visual culture. She is the author 
of Photographic Subjects: Monarchy and Visual Culture in Colonial Indonesia 
(Manchester UP, 2019); Images of the Tropics: Environment and Visual Culture 
in Colonial Indonesia (Brill, 2011); and various edited collections on modern 
history and photography in Indonesia.  
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