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Since 1991, Ukraine has made considerable progress toward gender equality
across various spheres of society, including the military. Since adopting the
first National Action Plan, the Ukrainian security and defense sector has
undergone several significant systemic changes. Data from five extensive
sociological studies called “Invisible Battalion” demonstrate the successes
and challenges of gender equality implementation in the Ukrainian armed
forces, the status of female veterans, and the problem of sexual harassment
in the military. The “Invisible Battalion” advocacy campaign, which began in
2015, initiated positive changes in the security and defense sector and helped
shift public perception of women defenders.

Tamara Martsenyuk holds a Ph.D. in Sociology and is an Associate Professor in the
Department of Sociology at the University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy. Her research
interests relate to gender and social structure, women’s patrticipation in protests, and
the Russo-Ukrainian war. Since 2015, together with a research team she has
conducted five sociological studies titled “Invisible Battalion”. In 2023, she received
the Emma Goldman Award for outstanding research on feminist and inequality issues.

Moderation: Prof. Dr MAREN ROGER (Leibniz Institute for the History
and Culture of Eastern Europe)

Organizers: PD Dr Anne-Laure Briatte (Sorbonne Université); Prof. Dr Tanja Biihrer
(University of Salzburg); Prof. Dr Isabelle Deflers and PD Dr Anke Fischer-Kattner
(University of the Bundeswehr Munich); Prof. em. Dr Karen Hagemann (University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill); Prof. Dr Isabel Heinemann (Ludwig-Maximilians-University Munich);
Dr Jasper Heinzen (University of York).
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